


"That Ot^er Promise: Take Heed" 

Scripture: Matthew 2*1:3-28 

(Illustration of importance of father's) 

Someone has said, "Any father who thinks he's all important should remind himself that 
his country honors fathers only one day a year, while pickles get a whole week." 

As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, His disciples wanted to know what would the 

signs of His return would be and when the end of the world would take place. Matthew writes, 
"And Jesus answered and said unto them, 'Take heed, 1 " verre *tA. 

That almost sounds like a TV commercial doesn't it? "Got a headache?, take two Heed tablets 

and call your doctor in the morning." That of course, wasn't what Jesus was saying, and we 

should add the rest of that verse because of its importance. He said, "Take heed that no 

man deceive you." He was aware that as time went on deception would come from many different 

direction^. 

(Illustration of boys in Biology class tryinp- to deceive the professor) 

In a biology claps a crrouv of boys took different bugs and from each of those bugs they took 
a part. Assembling these parts together they had what looked like a rare and unique bug. T! 
they then took this "bug? to the professor for him to identify. 

7he professor looked at the bug for a long time and finally he said, "Boys, 1 think this is 
a humbug." 

There are these kinds o* deception which basically just seek to pull a prank or joke. But 
Jesus wasn't talking about this kind of deception. He was talking about people who would 
dome along and follow everything happening in the world and then set a time or date on the 
appearance of Jesus into the world airain. And He was also talking about those who would wait 
for His coning and when it didn't happen, to lull people into a sense of security. This is 
a summation of where we are in our world today. There are those who are seeing the events of 
the world and forming groups to follow them and setting dates on His return. Then there are 
those who are saying, "2000 years have gone by and He still hasn't returned and I don't think 
He will. All of us will just live a normal amount of years and then die and after we're dead 
people will still be talking about His coming for the Church." In both instances the arch-de- 
ceiver is at work. Jesus knew this better than anyone else because He had been tempted by 
Satan at the very beginning of His earthly ministry. It was one of Jesus' disciples hearing 

what Jesus was saving about "Taking Heed," who wrote to the first-century church, "Be sober, 
be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour," 1 Peter 5:8. 

Notice, Peter says, "Be sober, be vigilant." The word vigilant is has the same meaning as 
the words, " watch " and" Heed" had in Jesus' conversatin, 

Now Biblical scholars are divided on these verses we are using this morning as to the actual 
time period involved. There are those who say tkras this .Scripture pertains to the period of 
the Tribulation. Then there are those who say these events precede the Tribulation. I be- 
lieve these events precede the Tribulation, but will be intensified during the Tribulation. 
Let's look at some of these verses to see what Jesus was saying. First, Jesus tells of the 
coming of false Christs, verse 5 - (read). Sometime back in the eighties a full page ad ap- 
peared in the New York Times stating that the Messiah had arrived and was living in New York 

city. There have been others who have laid claim to being the promised one of God. There 
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are others who have not laid claim to Kessiahship but have been acclaimed by other people as 

the Messiah. One of those on the scene today is the Head Red Gorbachev. People have actually 

called bim"the Savior of the World." 

Then Jesus said, verses 6 and ?, (read). Notice, at the end of v°rse 6 He says, "but the end 
la not yet." 

FTe is saying that these events will be leading up to the end. We can see that even though axjt 
the major powers are at peace, there are small wars taking place right now in various parts of 
the world. Jesu^ said there would be"famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes in divers 
places." Karthquskes in recent days have been recorded in places where there were never earth 
quakes before. Pemember last year there was a small one ripht here in ^utler? A so called 
"world expert" about life on this planet came out just recently and said that the thine which 
would end the human race was not nuclear bombs, but famine sine we cannot feed all of the pop- 
ulation of the wcrld right now. He said it would get progressively worse. Jesus said, "All 
these are the beginning of sorrows," verse 8. 

Then He says, (read verses 9-11, But the conditions will be such that the faith of people 

will be severely tried because He says, "And because iniquity shall abound, the lcve of many 
shall wax cold," verse 12. 

Sin is abounding today as never before. Punishment for those convicted even of heinous crimes 

is sorely lacking and so much so that people are questioning how things could possibly get 

much worse. And many odT those are shrugging and saying, "What's the use, if you can't beat 

en, join em?" But we are to stand firm in the faith for our Lord said, "But he that shall 
endure to the end, the same shall be saved," verse 13. 

Another sign of the coming end is, (read verse 1*0. The Gospel has not yet been preached to 1 

all the world, but it is getting closer every year, "ible translators are producing new 

translations everv year. 

Then Jesus iroes into some other details of the end times which partially pertain to the Jews 

ahout the Temple and the Sabbath. His summation is, (read verses 21 & 22). Jesus is dayin- 

that as believers live through these end time dayf and things keep goin-r from bad to worse, 

all mankind would ksxxxsintxHHfc Irse out on salvation, but God won't permit that because of xh 

those who are His. He will step into history at that point and His Church will be taken out 

of this present world. 

As we see things escalating in sin, and violence, and bloodshed we wonder where it all will 

end. As believers we know that God will intervene into history and at the appointed time 

God will take His Church and His people out of the world scene. What should be our stance? 

Jesus said, "Take Heed." That word "Heed" is interesting to me since it was one of the first 

Greek words I had to learn in seminary. In Greek the wto-d is "BLEPO". 'Je had a lot of fun wi 

with the word. Someone would explain sonething to us and we would answer, "Oh, I 3lepo," 

meaning "I see." Jesus is saying to look at events taking place, See those events for what 

they are. But does this mean we divorce ourselves from the living of this life and say, 

"Ch well, it's all going to end soon. So why not live it up and eat, drink, and be merry," 

Wo must live in this world and live through whatever xxxks corner along, but we must be about 

our lives until God calls us home in whatever way He will. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 11:00 A.M. 
Prelude 

Chiming of the Hour 
■^yAnnoun c erne n t s 
»*■ / Congregational Greeting 
\ J Joys 

\Prayer Requests 
^Opening Hymn No, 123 "When We AH Get to Heaven" 
Ascription 
/*Cail to Worship: 

Pastor - Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth 

rejoice 
People - Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, 

And into His courts with praise- 
Pastor - Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, 
Call upon Him while He is near- 
[Invocation: Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, by whose 
^ will and blessings we have been permitted to worship in 
■v? this house; we gratefully give you thanks for the years 

this congregation has remained at this site. For worship, 
preaching, teaching, and the ministry of comfort in the 
name of Jesus Christ for which this church and people 
have existed, we praise You, Hay our worship this day 
reflect our thanksgiving, and all future worship be worthy 
of Your Most Holy Name, In Jesus f name we pray. Amen, 
Praise: Leader - Blessed be the Lord God 

People — And blessed be His glorious name forever. 
•Gloria Petri - page 142 
^.Children's Moment 
■.lyfcall to Prayer: Pastor - The Lord be with Vou 
J [ people - And with Thy Spirit 

4" Pastor - Let us pray. 

\Morning Prayer 
'fGiving of our Tithes and Offerings 
1^ I Offertory 

^Doxology - page 382 

fpRededicati-n of the Church Building 
Cjfri " -w M- . "T* an! ft* -•'— ^. rt .-.it" 



Scripturer Matthew 24: 3-28 
Sermon: "That Other Promise: Take Heed" 
♦Invitational Hymn No. 128 "Face to Face" 
"Benediction 
♦Closing Chimes 
•Postlude 
+ ++ + ++■ 'Congregation Standing + + + + + + 
The beautiful flowers on the altar have been placed by 

Ruth Davies in memory of Loved Ones- 
Mrs- Pmogene Maasey will greet our members and guests at 

the door this morning. 
Ushering today are Kris Pedersen, Hike Kay, Anna Gonzalez, 

and Lori Weisenstein. 
Nursery will be provided today by Mrs. Shirley Link. 
Attendance last Sunday was 106 with 9 visitors. 
Rick Vinroe and Art Snyder will be visiting the hospital 
this week. 
^Hospitalized: Mrs, Mary Sherman and Walter Hollefreund 

in BMH, Mid Diefenderfer in Alleg. General 
Van Driver for next Sunday will be Dick Mangel. 
>^vas begins on Monday at £:3Q to 9 P.M. All teachers are to 
be there at 6:00 P.M. and ready. Openings will be held 
in the Sanctuary. Please come, one and all. Classes for 
. all ages: yesj even the Adult s!! ! 

--*JULY 15th — a very important congregational meeting will be 
held immediately following the service ir. Rehoboth Pall. 
We need all of you there, so please be in attendance. 
^JUWK 34th - PICNIC ■& WORSHIP IN THE PARK will be held at 
L1:00 A.M. Come with a picnic basket filled with food 
and a table service. Dress casually and be prepared to 
farticipate in the fun activities of the day. Bring a 
ball glove and maybe we will play Softball or volleyball. 
Lay Life and Work Committee will be hosting this day. 
Meat, dessert and beverages are provided. 



At the close of the service the invitation is extended to 
each worshipper to respond to God's leading for your 
iife. This invitation gives the opportunity to accept 
Christ, to pray, to meditate, or to seek counseling. 
The altar i.» open to everyone. The Pastor will assist 
you if you desire. 
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Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his wife 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



